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Introduction

Thank you for purchasing the ZD3 Balanced Stereo DAC.

The ZD3 is a HiFi-grade balanced stereo DAC meticulously developed by
Fosi Audio after thoroughly understanding user needs. It features an ESS
flagship high-precision audio DAC chip, delivering clear and immersive
sound quality. Our proprietary I/V conversion circuit and fully balanced
circuitry reduce noise and crosstalk, while integrated high-precision wafer
resistors and low drift capacitors ensure minimal signal processing errors
and better channel balance. Coupled with its sleek design and multiple
connectivity options, we are confident it will take you on a superb journey
into HiFi music. Thank you again for your support. Fosi Audio is
committed to providing high-quality audio solutions, ensuring every user
enjoys supreme sound quality.

Display Instructions

@ Input Mode
(@) Current Sampling Rate
(3 PCM/DSD/Bluetooth Audio Encoding Format Indicator

(® Volume Level/Mute



Introduction

®
C
O O
© © ® 00D DB®
(@ Bypass Switch (2) OLED Display
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Coaxial Input (@ HDMI (ARC) Input

(12 Optical Input (9 USB-B Input

Bluetooth Antenna (@ 12V DC Power Connectio



Specifications

Chipset

XMOS XU316+ESS 9039Q2M+
QCC3031+LME49720

Maximum Sampling Rate

USB: PCM 32bit/768kHz; DSD512
OPT/COAX: PCM 24bit/192kHz
HDMI: PCM 24bit/192kHz
Bluetooth: PCM 24bit/48kHz

Output Level

XLR: 5Vrms
RCA: 2.5Vrms

USB, HDMI (ARC), Coaxial,

Input Optical, Bluetooth,
Output XLR, RCA
SNR 126dB
THD+N <0.00008%
Dynamic Range 126dB
Noise Floor 2V

Frequency Response

20Hz-20kHz (+0.1dB)

Bluetooth Version

5.0

Bluetooth
Connection Distance

>13m

Bluetooth Transmission
Audio Format

SBC, AAC, APTX, APTX HD

Input Voltage and Current

DC 12V 1.5A

USB Compatible Devices

Windows 7, 8, 8.1, 10, 11 (Some require
drivers; please refer to subsequent
instructions for details)

Mac OS X, Linux (No driver required)




Package Contents
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ZD3 USB-A to USB-B Cable
Bluetooth Antenna 12V Power Adapter
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Operation Guide

Important note:

« Do not power on the device until all connections have been completed;

« Before playing music, ensure the volume is set to a low level to avoid
potentially damaging the speakers or impacting your hearing with
sudden loud sounds.

Power On/Off Operations

1. Short press the main volume knob of the ZD3 to power it on. The screen
will display "Fosi Audio" for 2 seconds, then enter the main menu;

2. When the ZD3 is on, press and hold the main volume knob for 2
seconds to turn it off. The screen will display "OFF" for 2 seconds, then go
dark.

Volume Settings

1. Mute/Unmute: Press the " " button on the remote control to mute
the ZD3. When muted, a mute icon will appear on the center of the screen.
Press again to unmute;

2. Volume Adjustment: Use the main volume knob or the "+" and "'
buttons on the remote control to adjust the volume of the ZD3;

Note: When using the Bypass mode, the ZD3 functions solely as a DAC
with the volume fixed at 0 dB, and the volume cannot be adjusted.



Bypass Mode

1. When Bypass mode is activated, the ZD3 enters a pure DAC mode
where the output voltage is fixed, and volume adjustments cannot be
made. Volume control must be done through connected downstream
devices (such as preamplifiers or active speakers);

Toggle the switch at the bottom to enter Bypass mode

2. When Bypass mode is deactivated, the ZD3 switches to DAC + preamp
mode, allowing you to adjust the volume using the volume knob.

Toggle the switch at the bottom to enter OFF mode



Connecting Input/Output Sources

1. Connect to a power amplifier or a pair of active speakers;

2. Use RCA or XLR cables to connect to the power amplifier or active
speakers. Ensure that the amplifier or active speakers are turned off
before connecting to prevent damage to the equipment;
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Active Speakers

3. There are five input interfaces available for selection, including USB,
optical, coaxial, HDMI, and Bluetooth.

—

Music player Phone/Pad

Projector v Computer



Bluetooth Input Mode

1. Press the main volume knob short to switch to Bluetooth input mode, or
press the "BT" button on the remote control. The screen will display
"PAIRING";

2.0n your phone, computer, or other devices, open the Bluetooth settings
page and connect to the device named “Fosi Audio ZD3". Once paired
successfully, the screen will display "CONNECTED";

3. Double-click the main volume knob to clear the Bluetooth pairing history
and enter pairing mode.

Optical Input Mode

1. Connect one end of the optical cable to the ZD3 and the other end to the
output device;

2. Short press the main volume knob to switch to optical input mode, or
press the “OPT” button on the remote control. The name of the mode will
then appear in the top right corner of the screen.




Coaxial Input Mode

1. Connect one end of the coaxial cable to the ZD3 and the other end to
the output device;

2. Short press the main volume knob to switch to coaxial input mode, or
press the “COAX” button on the remote control. The name of the mode will
then appear in the top right corner of the screen.

HDMI (ARC) Input Mode

1. Connect one end of the HDMI cable to the ZD3 and the other end to the
output device;

2. Short press the main volume knob to switch to HDMI input mode, or
press the “HDMI” button on the remote control. The name of the mode will
then appear in the top right corner of the screen;

3. The ZD3 features HDMI CEC functionality, which allows for
synchronized power and volume control when both the output device and
the ZD3 are in HDMI mode.

Note: Synchronized power control can only be initiated by the device
sending the signal; the ZD3 cannot control the power of the output device
synchronously.



USB Input Mode

1. Connect one end of the included USB cable to the ZD3 and the other
end to the output device;

2. Short press the main volume knob to switch to USB input mode, or
press the “USB” button on the remote control. The name of this mode will
appear in the top right corner of the screen.

Important Notes

1. How to Use ZD3 as a USB DAC for Your Computer?
[Windows]

(D ZD3 supports plug-and-play on Windows 8/10/11 systems without the
need for installing any drivers;

® Use the included USB-A to USB-B cable to connect the ZD3 to your
computer;

(® Select "Fosi Audio ZD3" as the audio output on your computer.

[Macbook]

The Macbook also supports plug-and-play and does not require any driver
installation. Simply connect it as described above and select the Fosi
Audio ZD3 as the output device.

2. When using the ZD3 under the Windows system, drivers are required
in the following situations:

( The computer's operating system is Windows 7 or older versions.

® Playing DSD music files.

(Note: If you are using foobar2000 with the installed Wasapi plugin to play
DSD music, you do not need to install additional drivers.)

® Playing PCM 768kHz music files.

3. Some devices may not support volume control in exclusive USB audio
access mode.



12V TRIGGER
The ZD3 is equipped with bi-directional 12V TRIGGER input/output

interfaces, allowing it to power on/off in conjunction with other devices,
eliminating the need to manually turn each device on or off individually.

e

Active Speaker

Merak

Trigger In

The upstream device connected to Trigger In, such as Merak, can control
the power on/standby mode of the ZD3.

N

Merak

A3 Passive Speaker
Trigger Out

The ZD3 can control the power on/standby mode of the downstream

device connected to Trigger Out.

Turning Off the Display

You can turn off the display by lightly pressing the "Display" button on the
included remote control. Press it again to reactivate the display.

Note: The remote control requires two AAA batteries, which are not

included in the package.
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Frequently Asked Questions

1. The system is set up, but there is no sound?

A. No power - check if the display on the ZD3 front panel is lit.

B. Volume too low - rotate the volume knob clockwise to increase the
volume to an appropriate level.

C. Source not playing or muted — check your audio source device.

D. Audio cable not properly connected or faulty - recheck the connections.

2. USB not recognized?

A. Improper USB connection or faulty contact — replace the USB cable.
B. Computer malfunction — check the computer or connect using a
different computer.

C. Faulty USB port on the computer - try another USB port.

D. ZD3 not switched to USB input mode.

3. Unable to play after connecting a turntable?

A. Check if your turntable has a built-in preamp; the ZD3 does not have a
built-in turntable preamp, so you will need to connect a turntable preamp
between your turntable and ZD3, such as Fosi Audio Box X1, X2, X4, etc.
B. Incorrect output mode on the turntable — turntables with built-in
preamps typically have two output options: phono output and line output.
Please select the line output.

If you have any further questions, please contact our support team at
support@fosiaudio.com.



Warranty and Maintenanc

Fosi Audio pledges to give a 24-month limited warranty and support from
the date of purchase. If you encounter any problem when using our
product, please contact our support team at support@fosiaudio.com.

About Us

Fosi Audio designs and builds innovative audio products with all your
music in mind. Great sound, simple but elegant designs, high-quality
components, and truly useful features are what Fosi Audio pursues. We
sincerely hope you can get as much enjoyment from our products as we've
had to create them!

Official Website: www.fosiaudio.com

Amazon Store: www.amazon.com/fosiaudio

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/fosiaudioglobal

Youtube Channel: www.youtube.com/@fosiaudio

Official Forum: community.fosiaudio.com

Whatsapp: +86 13716612254

After-Sales Service and Technical Support Email:

support@fosiaudio.com

. L5 I
Get Online Support
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XMOS XU316+ESS 9039Q2M+

sha QCC3031+LME49720
USB: PCM 32bit/768kHz; DSD512
BERE OPT/COAX: PCIV! 24bit/192kHz
HDMI: PCM 24bit/192kHz
WAZF: PCM 24bit/48kHz
s XLR:5Vrms
RCA: 2.5Vrms
BWAST USB, HDMI (ARC) , COAX, OPT, IE5F
Lok Yo XLR, RCA
EM2LL 126dB
KHEE <0.00008%
EASEE 126dB
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SRR 20Hz-20kHz (£0.1dB)
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